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11th Honors Literature Summer Assignment 

2025-2026 School Year 

 Overview: 11th Honors Literature is a survey course of the history of ~300 years of American 
literature. As a result of this broad span of time to cover, we spend most of our time our first unit 
exploring different schools of thought on how to characterize, narrate and position ourselves within 
the accumulation of time. While this unit primarily explores the Enlightenment, we will refract our 
reflection on history through multiple genres of literature including philosophical essays, Nobel Prize 
acceptance speeches, historical and speculative fiction.  

Succeeding in 11th Honors requires strong close reading skills and an ability to analyze texts from a 
variety of perspectives. The summer reading task is designed to have students try their hands at some 
of the skills that will be expected from in the course. One of these skills is the ability to pay attention 
to close detail while reading by keeping thorough annotations.  

Task:  

For this assignment, you will be reading and keeping annotations on a course text which will be used 
in a class discussion and as support for a narrative writing task. You will be reading Seven American 
Nights by Gene Wolf which is a piece of speculative fiction that narrates a visitors experience of an 
America far off in the future that looks very different than the America of today. Though the story is 
set in the future, it is steeped in the ruins of American myth, memory, and culture. As you read, you 
will consider how Wolfe engages with the concept of time—both how time is experienced and how 
history is interpreted. 

-Print out a copy of Seven American Nights from the hyperlink in this document (otherwise 
you’ll have a difficult time finding a copy)– you’ll be assessed for your handwritten annotations 
on a printed copy of the novella.  

-As you read the novella, annotate and pay attention for some of the following ideas which will 
prepare you to discuss the text in context with what we will be reading in the rest of the unit:  

-Cultural, historical and temporal decay  -Nation as storytelling 

-The gaps between reality and fiction   -Linear vs. cyclical history 

-The inevitability of historical “progress”  -How is our place (as in location, but 
also as understood through memories, 
myths and symbols 

-The power dynamics involved in establishing  

  credibility.  

 

The above annotations are just a suggestion- you should also annotate for striking examples of 
figurative language, challenging language or images, ideas that confuse you, etc.  

 

https://fultonk12-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/personal/cekanorm_fultonschools_org/EYZTwUo9gxlDgEYhfDp19yQB9sNn6PDBFEfqPgJhBlKunw?e=hYgOpH
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Annotations should be evidence of YOUR ACTIVE THOUGHT PROCESS. It should be evident that 
you have spent time with the text and that you are trying to work the ideas that Wolf presents. This is 
a text that will require patience to work through. Your annotations should be a space for you to 
demonstrate your thought process over your initial reads and subsequent visits to the text.  

 

Deadline: Since we know that students have a variety of responsibilities over the summer, we have 
chosen to make sure that everyone has an opportunity to learn and grow through the summer work. 
Your annotations will be checked in class on Friday, August 29th.  

 


